Local dentists spearhead efforts to eliminate tooth decay

By Chris Lund=strom
News Editor

Az soon as o baby's fist teeth
appenr—usually by age six months
of ao—ihe child's teeth are suscepti-
bla to decay. Thiz condition is often
referred to as Baby Bottle Tooth
Crecay o Early Childhood Caries
(cavities). In some unfortunabe
cased, infants and toddlers heve
e perienced severe tooth decay that
has mezulted in dental festorations of
extractions. The good news i= that
decay is preventable,

An educational curriculum dedi-
cated to stopping BOC by educating
chilldren in gmdes pre-k-2 hae been
developed by Edoa dentist Mac Les
and has been provided free of charnge
i Jackson County schools for distri-
buticn by Lee and other county den-
tiats Randy Phillipe and Joe Lyon
Bonnot.

Through "Operation Stop Decay™,
members of the Magic Team—Eilly
Biush, Polly Paste and Riky Rope

(G

take children through a mind-adwen-
tuie as they discover
there iz a bad bug,
Driggy Decay, on the
loose i Sdnileavilla
and only the Magic
Team haz the power to
get fid of it. The bug i=
W tocth decay and Lee and
Y oiher local dentists in the
Dentist's  Who  Cafe
ciganization  want o
eliminate it in young
; children.

Billy As part of a coun-
by-weide effort to save children under
ther age of gix from enduring painful
dental procedures made necessary
becanse of decay, Jackson County
Judge Harrizon Stafford I and may-
ors of Bdna and Ganado, Joe Hermes
and Fred Rickowsy, hove signed
proclamations to “mn Diggy Decay
aut of town”

“The children nesd o know there
is o aucly Jackscn County resident

that has been getting away with
dodng bad things for many years,”
Lee =aid. “He has been =sneaking
around wnnoticed and now needs bo
be2 shopped.”

While it may seem counberpoo-
ductive to a denbist’s business o
wipe ot tooth decay, Lee said that is
precisaly what they hope o achiens,

He znid tooth decay is the leading
infection in children
ad can lead to serious
illnzss. Procedures
b comect ECC
are painful and
costly and put
the child
thicugh emo-
ticmal  trauvma

as  they ame §
often sedated i
of restrained & e
during treatment. Digzy

The easy-to-uge  cuepiculom
inchides a teaches’s guide and activ-
ity adventure book that reminds= kids

if they boush and floss their teath

twice a day, rinse theis
mouths  after  eating

and eat healihy food .f,}-w
and =nocks they con | s

run Dhggy out of g)
BT P

“1 am excited to
help educate  and
inform the children of

dental health,” =aid ©%
Phillips. “We appreci-
ate the cooperate

effort of our school Pally

04| J administrators and teachers in ful-

filling their critical fole in this
process. Parents and grandparents

will hopefully become mone acutely

aware of thelr role in promoting
excellent oral health in children.
“The program that Dr. Lee has
developed is concise and informa-
tive while in o forrmat that is angy o
understand and apply”
“Ohyr desire i= to educate the next

generation on wiys to improte thedr
oral bealth!” said Boonot. “We've
been going into the schools for years
instructing the kids on proper oral
hygiens, Thiz curriculum will enabla
the teachers to reqnforce our efforts
The educational program  also
helps schools fulfill state requine-
ments b promote student weallneas,
“We'te excited to shage this cur-
riculan with our elementnry teach-
ers as part of cur overall effoat for
ot student wellness progrom” said
Bob Wells, Edna ISDy superintend-
ent “When Mac (Lee) told us he had
developed  this pro-
grarn we jurnped
on " =
“Ganado 15D ' =
is very apprecia-
trre of D
Bonnot's efforts
in our schools”
said Jeff Black,
Ganado ISD e
auperintendent. “Hea

has donated many hows to our chil-
dien in the classroom o prodmiote
and educate our students on how b
maintain good dental health and
hygiene.

His free screenings and education
efforts have resulted in healthier stu-
dents at Ganado ISD with increasad
owarenesa of good dental practice.”

“I believe this curriculum, offeded
by cur local dentists, will enhance
the students learning about the
importance of dental bygiens and
hopefully result in them being seen
by a dentist in onder to prevent den-
tal problems” said Gary Thedford.
principal ot Induatrial Elementany
Enst.

Time will tell if. through the
efforts of the schools and teachers.
support from city and county offi-
cials, infommation from area dentists
and persistence on the part of the
stidents, Jackson County can be
sucoaasful in finally running DHggy
Dracay out of towin,



